SOME   OF   OUR   PATIENTS
the devil was powerless to hold her. This time the father,
realizing her pitiable condition, told us we were to keep
her for good. After a few weeks of hospital treatment, her
sores had healed, and she has been in the orphanage ever
since, a happy, active little girl.
Raju and Sam were two little orphan boys. Their father
had died when they were very, very young, and their
mother had just managed to keep them alive by the hard
and underpaid work which is all a poor Indian woman
can hope to get. Often she had no work at all and for
a few weeks they would have almost nothing to eat. But
at Christmas they might get a real square meal. One
Christmas they had bought eight annas' worth of gun-
powder and had rolled it with paper and stones into thou-
"sands of little balls, which bang on the ground and explode
if you throw them hard enough, and which are in constant
demand in India at festive seasons. They had made two
thousand of these " puddocks " that Christmas time and
sold them for a rupee, getting eight annas profit—two
good meals each for the whole family 1 And this year
they would do the same. So their mother bought them
eight annas' worth of powder and they soon began to make
" puddocks." They had just begun to work, with their
powder in^a coco-nut shell; their mother was boiling a
very little rice for their next meal over a fire near by; when
a spark came along and bang ! Raju was holding the
shell of powder in his hand, and he felt a terrible pain as
he rolled over with his brother on the sandy floor. He
looked down at his hands—but he couldn't see very well—
one eye was out and the other was covered with blood.
He put up his hand to wipe the blood away so that he
could see—but nothing happened. His hand wasn't there.
He tried the other; but that was torn to shreds. Sam
tried to get up to cheer him a little—but he couldn't move;
one of Raju's fingers had been blown off with such force
that it had actually broken his brother's leg! Another
finger was blown right through Raju's own cheek and was
231

